Tue idea existed until recently that Entamoeba histolytica.infection was more prevalent in the tropical and sub-tropical areas than in temperate and cool regions; but now we know that even in the tropics, bacillary dysentery is more common than amcebic dysentery. Acton and Knowles (1924) state that bacillary dysentery is at least five or six times as common among the civil population of Bengal as amoebic dysentery. Fletcher and^Jepps (1927) found that in 983 cases of dysentery in Kuala Lumpur no less than 77 per cent were of the bacillary type. Experience in the second world war has also confirmed the finding that bacillary dysentery is more frequent than amcebic infection. Payne (1945) analysed 2,000 cases of dysenteries observed in India both in the forward areas and the base hospitals and has, on the other hand, come to the conclusion that amcebiasis was; as common as bacillary dysentery.
Our analysis of 2,641 cases treated in the General Hospital, Madras, both as in-patients as well as out-patients during the period of five years 1941 to 1946 is to be found in table I. In children the incidence of infection is low.
Still amcebiasis is by no means unknown even in infants. Moore (1881) and Biggam (1932) reported amcebic abscess in children. Higher rates of infection have been reported by Willets (1914) Chatterji's (1927) . Fig. 3 .?Amoebic abscess of tho left lobe of the liver communicating with the pericardium.
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